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■ Context

– CZ MEYS (www.msmt.cz) is responsible for both all types of education (incl. HEIs), 
and research

– CZ MEYS is the Managing Authority for the Operation Program Research, 
Development, and Education (opvvv.msmt.cz) and the Operation Program 
Johannes Amos Comenius (www.opjak.cz)

– CZ MEYS is the National Authority for Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps; 
its funded organization the Czech National Agency for International Education and 
Research (www.dzs.cz)

– Founders of kindergartens and primary schools are usually municipalities, 
for secondary schools regions, their legal form is funded organization 
of municipality/region

– Universities have the biggest autonomy among the OECD countries

– HEIs have 8,000 Russian and 4,000 Ukrainian students in proper studies 
(ie. excl. mobilities)

– CZ distinguishes nationality and (state) citizenship

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

http://www.msmt.cz/
https://opvvv.msmt.cz/
http://www.opjak.cz/
http://www.dzs.cz/


The Very First Days



■ Friday, 25th February – Minister Gazdík‘s Call against Xenophobia

– https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-gazdik-do-skol-valecne-nepratelstvi-nepatri

– After incidents between Russian and Ukrainian 

university students

– „Individual pupil, or student is not directly 

responsible for the steps of his/her national 

politicians.“

– Call towards both HEIs, and schools teachers 

to actively communicate the current situation 

with pupils and students

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-gazdik-do-skol-valecne-nepratelstvi-nepatri


■ Monday, 28th February – Vice Minister Velčovský‘s Instruction

– https://www.msmt.cz/mezinarodni-vztahy/pokyn-namestka-velcovskeho-k-

dopadum-ruske-agrese-vuci

– Protection of the financial interests 

of EU and CZ

– Termination of all EU financial support

toward projects with the Russian 

subjects‘ participation or mobilities,

incl. public procurement

– Withdrawal of the Czech language 

teachers from the Russian universities

– Ban on transfering money to the banks 

owned by Russian entities

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.msmt.cz/mezinarodni-vztahy/pokyn-namestka-velcovskeho-k-dopadum-ruske-agrese-vuci


■ Tuesday, 1st March – MEYS‘ Financial Support for HEIs

– https://www.msmt.cz/msmt-da-na-podporu-ukrajinskych-studentu-150-milionu

– MEYS provided extraordinary 

6 mil EUR for HEIs

– Targeted support for 

Ukrainian HEIs students 

(ie. provided by HEIs)

– Ukrainian students cannot return 

to their homeland and therefore

need further support

– Support for newly arrived students

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.msmt.cz/msmt-da-na-podporu-ukrajinskych-studentu-150-milionu


■ In the Meantime 

- Ambiguous Interpretation of Ukrainian Law

– Panic between Ukrainian students regarding their obligation to enlist

– Ukrainian Presidential Decree on Mobilization had to be approved by Parliament, 
process unclear, web unavailable 

– Its draft contained exemption for students (abroad as well?)

– Substantial part of students decided to enlist voluntarily

■ In the Meantime

- Spontaneous help of other students, associations, and NGOs

- Activation of civic society towards refugees

■ In the Meantime

- Update and revision of www.edu.cz for the Ukrainians‘ needs

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

http://www.edu.cz/


■ Wednesday, 2nd March – Minister Gazdík‘s Call for Education and Research Organization

– https://www.msmt.cz/vyjadreni-ministra-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-s-ruskou

– Organizations had to consider termination of the cooperation with Russian institutions 

– „Although I am well aware that 

the partial interests of Czech 

education and research may be 

endangered by this step, I cannot 

compromise on my political and 

especially ethical belief that it is 

impossible to cooperate with the 

country that started the war or 

its institutions.“

– All HEIs were asked by MEYS for 

launch specific scholarship 

programs for Ukrainian students

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.msmt.cz/vyjadreni-ministra-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-s-ruskou


■ Thursday, 3rd March – Scholar Handbook

– https://www.edu.cz/methodology/prirucka-pro-skoly-ukrajina/

– How to communicate with pupils about war

– How to integrate Ukrainian pupils 

and support their inclusion among peers

– How to support their mental health

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.edu.cz/methodology/prirucka-pro-skoly-ukrajina/


■ Friday, 4th March – Dubna Issue

– https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-se-sujv

– Minister decided to start preparing 

the termination of the Czech 

membership in the Joint Institute 

for Nuclear Research (Dubna, Russia)

– CZ/CS founding member in 1956

– Full members mainly the post-socialistic 

and post-soviet countries

– „It is not possible to cooperate in nuclear 

research with state that has militarily 

endangered the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy.“

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-se-sujv


■ Friday, 4th March – Launched Web for Ukrainian Refugees on School Education

– https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/


■ Friday, 4th March – Launched Web for Students and Researchers

– https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/

https://www.researchin.cz (in progress, linkage to https://scienceforukraine.eu/)

– Collaboration with the Czech 

Rectors Conference, the Czech

Academy of Sciences and other 

stakeholders

– Focused on both current, 

and future students and

researchers

– Signpost to the HEIs and

research organizations webs, 

their programs, scholarships 

and social assistance

– Job and accommodation offers

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/
https://www.researchin.cz/
https://scienceforukraine.eu/


■ Monday, 7th March – BFUG Proclamation

– The Russian Union of Rectors issued

statement which supports the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine, fully in line with 

the Putin propaganda

(https://rsr-online.ru/news/2022-god/

obrashchenie-rossiyskogo-soyuza-rektorov1/) 

– The European University Association Board 

suspended the membership of those 

universities whose leaders have signed 

the statement

– Call of the Bologna Follow-Up Group, 

placed on the CZ MEYS webpage

(https://www.msmt.cz/prohlaseni-skupiny-

bolonskeho-procesu)

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

https://rsr-online.ru/news/2022-god/obrashchenie-rossiyskogo-soyuza-rektorov1/
https://www.msmt.cz/prohlaseni-skupiny-bolonskeho-procesu


Education System Measures



Current situation

– more than 5.6 M UA refugees in total (6th July data)

– 388k refugees in CZ with Temporary Protected Status (TPS) (5th July data)

– almost half of them under 18 = 130k children in school age 
= more than one whole CZ population year

– during June the daily number of refugees is decreasing, some groups already returned

seniors (yellow)

adults - men (green)

adults - women
(turquoise)

children (dark blue)



Capacities of kindergartens and primary schools

– survey conducted by MEYS (28th March–7th April); 

99.5 % return rate (5,383 kindergartens and 4,226 primary schools);

– in total, capacities sufficient (12,896 free places in kindegartens; 

150,458 in primary schools), Prague and Brno colapsing;

– individual deviations occure, being solved with municipalities;

– from 1st July questionnaire online for „live data“: https://sberdat.uiv.cz/login/;

– real picture by the 1st September first, total data during November.

https://sberdat.uiv.cz/login/


21st March – Adoption of the ad hoc Lex Ukraine I

– usually, parents are obliged to enroll 

their children into compulsory education 

in 90 days after arriving to the CZ; 

this obligation was relaxed 

– UA adaptation groups are organized 

at schools (UA children and pupils 

of different age, with UA assistant, 

partially digi UA curricula, CZ language, 

psychological help etc.)

– by September, the integration into 

individual classes is obliged 

(i.e. NOT separate UA classes!)



Further regional schools‘ measures:

– relax of enrollment conditions 

(eg. CZ language knowledge)

– relax of admission process for secondary schools 

(more time for testing, math test in CZ, EN, or UA 

language)

– relax of teachers′ and assistants′ qualification: 

exemption for the CZ language knowledge,

NO nostrification of pedagogical education

obtained in UA needed 

= possibility to employ UA teachers and 

assistants as fast as possible

– very strict hygiene rules „turned off“ to allow 

over-limit number of children/pupils



UA children and pupils at CZ schools (as of mid-March)

Study of the Czech School Inspectorate in mid-May, i.e. spontaneous enrolments: 

– 3.800 UA children already in kindergartens

– 26.OOO UA pupils already in elementary schools

– taught in standard 

Czech classes



– regarding the UA law, parent must be

in contact with original UA school

= coordination of curricula needed

for the future recognition

– great mission of School Educaion Gateway 

financed by Erasmus+

– State coordinated approach in UA

– UA National School Online:

online materials to all subjects in primary

and secondary education, collaboration

with UA TV etc.

– teachers and assistants in the CZ

informed, as well as parents



Methodology for assessment of UA pupils

- https://www.edu.cz/methodology/metodika-k-

hodnoceni-zaku-v-zakladnich-skolach-dle-zakona-

lex-ukrajina-ve-skolnim-roce-2021-2022/

- UA pupils enroled during the 2nd semester

had not sufficient outputs for evaluation

- specific methodology published

https://www.edu.cz/methodology/metodika-k-hodnoceni-zaku-v-zakladnich-skolach-dle-zakona-lex-ukrajina-ve-skolnim-roce-2021-2022/


30th June – Adoption of the ad hoc Lex Ukraine II 

– obligation to enroll children into compulsory

education in 90 days after obtaining visa

– if the child does not attend school for 15 days without 

excuse, his education will be terminated

– UA children must be included in regular classes; 

establishment of UA class is only permitted if the

integration into the CZ is impossible

– the exception for Ukrainian pedagogues without 

knowledge of Czech is extended for the entire school 

year 2022/2023

– schools will be able to set special educational content 

for Ukrainians for easier adaptation and integration



Practical interpretation of the Lex Ukraine II

- https://www.edu.cz/methodology/metodicke-komentare-k-zakonu-lex-ukrajina-2-pro-oblast-
regionalniho-skolstvi/#9-p%C5%99%C3%ADloha---cel%C3%BD-metodick%C3%BD-materi%C3%A1l-
let%C3%A1k-v-pdf

- extensive commentary on the Lex Ukraine II for all levels of education                                                                                             

https://www.edu.cz/methodology/metodicke-komentare-k-zakonu-lex-ukrajina-2-pro-oblast-regionalniho-skolstvi/


Finantial Support



Friday, 8th April – MEYS‘ Call

- https://www.msmt.cz/ministerstvo/novinar/

msmt-podpori-vyuku-cestiny-a-adaptacni-

kurzy-pro-deti-z

- financial support of CZ language courses                                                                                  

and adaptation groups for UA children,                                                                                                    

by the state budget unit costs

- 1st April – 31st August                                                                                                       

- allocation of 57 M EUR; may be increased

- beneficiaries: HEIs, schools, municipalities 

and regions, NGOs

- the biggest task: to guarantee the distribution

in the whole country

https://www.msmt.cz/ministerstvo/novinar/msmt-podpori-vyuku-cestiny-a-adaptacni-kurzy-pro-deti-z


Tuesday, 29th March – Erasmus+ and ESC calls

- https://www.dzs.cz/clanek/vyhlasujeme-mimoradnou-vyzvu-k-podpore-projektu-v-

erasmus-evropskem-sboru-solidarity

- Projects providing help for UA refugees

- 539,000 EUR allocation in total

- Organizations and informal groups of young 

people, Small-scale Partnership and Youth

Participation Activities (Erasmus+ Youth) 

and Solidarity Projects (ESC)

- The next round scheduled for October 2022

https://www.dzs.cz/clanek/vyhlasujeme-mimoradnou-vyzvu-k-podpore-projektu-v-erasmus-evropskem-sboru-solidarity


Ad Hoc Support from the EEA and Norway Grants

- acquisition of the Czech language will enable better integration 

and is in the interest of both Ukrainians, and Czechs

- two target groups not yet covered:

- Teachers with pedagogical education from the UA, so that they can 

work at schools without barriers,

- Current or potential UA HEIs students to be able to study in the

Czech language programs

- à 100 hours, 1st July – 30th September

- allocation of 3 M EUR

- providers: CZ HEIs



RRF / Country Specific Targets

- Tutoring

- UA pupils can be counted under support scheme (subcomponent 3.2.2.) 

- description of the investment in the CID annex fits well – aiming at 

providing catch-up classes for pupils with a disadvantaged socio-economic 

background (focus on math, Czech and foreign languages)

- January - August  2022

- Total 39 M EUR

- Digital devices

- 74,000 new digital devices (52 M EUR) purchased by schools from RRF in 2020

- in 2022, another ad hoc normative dedicated to variable digital equipment 

planned

- these devices are fully available for UA 



Operational Programs

- OP Research, Development, and Education (2014–2020)

- Possible to provide support from currently implemented projects

- Unit costs for schools may include personnel support (school assistant, 

psychologist, special pedagogue etc.) 

- HEIs can use the available capacities at the personnel and infrastructure level

- R&D – primarily a matter of supporting the mobility (arrivals) of researchers 

from UA to CZ

- It will be possible to support children, pupils, students and researchers 

in a similar way with current wording in the Program Johannes Amos Comenius

(2021-2027)



Examples of Good Practices



Website https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/

▪ launched 3th March

▪ the main information point

▪ disponible in both Czech and Ukrainian languages

▪ contains methodological materials (for different target groups), FAQ, practical information, 

update on measures and forms of help

https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/


Web for Students and Researchers

- https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/
https://www.researchin.cz (linkage to https://scienceforukraine.eu/)

- Collaboration with the Czech 
Rectors Conference, the Czech
Academy of Sciences and other 
stakeholders

- Focused on both current, 
and future students and
researchers

- Signpost to the HEIs and
research organizations webs, 
their programs, scholarships 
and social assistance

- Job and accommodation offers

https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/
https://www.researchin.cz/
https://scienceforukraine.eu/


Website Traffic

- https://www.studyin.cz/

- information naturally spread on social media – the current reach is 424,132 people

- https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/was the most visited page of the studyin.cz website in 

the period from 1st March to 11th April: 24,498 unique visitors in total

https://www.studyin.cz/
https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/


Website Traffic

- https://www.studyin.cz/

https://www.studyin.cz/


Self-Help Web for UA Refugees on School Education

▪ https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/pomoc-ukrajine/

▪ https://www.pomahejukrajine.cz/

▪ Web navigator with ways to help                                                                                              

UA children and pupils

▪ Help offered there from CZ citizens                                                                                          

to UA – e.g. work at school, taking care 

of children, language courses,

psychological help, lunches for free etc.

▪ Connection between CZ and UA 

kindergartens and schools 

(https://shkola.cz/) 

https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/pomoc-ukrajine/
https://www.pomahejukrajine.cz/
https://shkola.cz/


Czech-Ukrainian translator

– LINDAT/CLARIAH-CZ project (Charles University, Faculty of Mathematics and Physics)

– available for free

– advantage: it translates directly, does not use English as an intermediate step

– the translator shows the Ukrainian version of the Czech text not only in Cyrillic but also in Latin

– https://lindat.mff.cuni.cz/services/translation

https://lindat.mff.cuni.cz/services/translation


Philosophers Must not be Silent



■ Karl Jaspers (1883–1969)

The Question of Guilt: Contribution to the German Question (1946, cz 1969 [!])

Because the individual knows that he is free, he acknowledges that he is guilty; a priori, 

a free person cannot remain, or to be innocent at all:

• Criminal guilt (Evil remains evil, even if it is understood as retribution)

• Moral guilt (living concern for the soul)

• Political guilt (guilt ~ responsibility)

• Metaphysical guilt (absolute solidarity with man as man)

There is a solidarity between people as people, as a result of which everyone is jointly 

responsible for all the injustice in the world, especially for the crimes that occur in his 

presence. If I didn't do everything I could to prevent them, I am complicit.

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic



■ Johannes Amos Comenius

We are all citizens of one world, we are all 

of one blood. To hate people because they 

were born in another country, because they 

speak a different language, or because they 

take a different view on this subject or that, 

is a great folly. Desist, I implore you, for we 

are all equally human. (…) Let us have but 

one end in view: the welfare of humanity.

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic



Thank You for Your Openness

Václav Velčovský, Ph.D.

Vice Minister for International Affairs, EU and ESIF

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

Email: vaclav.velcovsky@msmt.cz

Cell phone: +420 778 743 888

mailto:vaclav.velcovsky@msmt.cz



